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Privacy Regulation and Digital Discourse:
The Issue—Attention Cycle of GDPR*

Kim, Jooyoung**

rAbstract This study empirically examines the sociotechnical impact of the General Data Protection
& _ Regulation(GDPR) on participation structures within online privacy discourse. Using 2,673 posts and
38,944 comments collected from Reddit's r/privacy community between 2016 and 2023, the analysis investigates how
the relationship between participation volume and quality changed before and after the implementation of GDPR. The
results show no significant increase in comment volume after GDPR: however, comment scores exhibited a stronger
positive association with participation volume, indicating intensified qualitative concentration, while comment length
decreased, suggesting a shift toward more concise expressions. These findings suggest that GDPR functioned not merely
as a legal framework but as a sociotechnical event that restructured online discourse across institutional, technical, and
perceptual dimensions. Theoretically, the study extends Downs'(1972) issue-attention cycle to the digital regulation
context, interpreting the stages of rising attention, cost recognition, and declining interest as a process of formal
restructuring in participation. Practically, the findings demonstrate that privacy regulation triggers qualitative rather
than quantitative transformation in online engagement, providing policy implications for future data-governance and
platform-design strategies.

Keywords : privacy, GDPR, digital engagement, comment analysis, issue-attention cycle
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20184 59 A% o]% A A|A 7142t SAE et
golg 4 - A2 FAE Ty, LAt gt A
A BE7E MEY - 7]ed B8 1RIstES RHERl
o} AAIE GDPR 221 ZRHolA HEA 24 T4
< 7R CH(Kyi et al., 2025), LuF AREAR} 74
20| Redditdtt B2 S EZ0NA A 4t A5
A g Wore T3t = oAt (Parsons et al.,
2023). oJAY A= ©<eo] AlEH F&4EE oA,
221 AFUE HE AA 9 FA2} o] FAZ H3t
Al7)E 8102 283ttt

Ao 22l ERE|A 9] daelE 4 AIAH
< A g aBAe] dA4H S Avisle d4 7
2 2+ A3k} YouTube, TikTok, Netflix®} 22 of
T 4 AIARE AREAL Hlo]HE 7HoE EHl=
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™, £3] A4 d(right to erasure), Hlo|E Z|4A3Kdata
minimization), £ (transparency) 5= SAE
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AR, AFUAlA ZetolMAl #e o]
(Communication Privacy Management Theory,
Petronio, 2002)< 7i¢10] 22el Woks A4 A
S/ FAZ AAskL, A A4l wek S MAE
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A=sfeto 24 o] §Ae] FAIHT Zeto|HA| FAS
SR, oo ek 27| 4 Bt AE A Tohrt St
3k 4 QK Kim & Zo, 2025). o= G299 13 {4
o] g3t MAtllA 7Hsta 415e FHl= olEdhe
EdE Alset
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